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The real problem with the S-300 in Syria: Russia’s embrace of the axis of evil 
 

A breaking news item was published yesterday which furthers the discussion concerning the 

deployment of the Russian S-300 air defence system in Syria. ImageSat International, an Israeli 

company which operates the EROS-A and EROS-B imaging satellites and which in this instance has 

used imagery from the French Pleiades satellites, has identified the location of some of the S-300 

launchers and associated systems.
1
 This specific location highlights the crux of the problem 

presented by the system’s deployment to Syria. It is not the system itself, but rather Russia’s close 

embrace of what President George W. Bush termed the “axis of evil, arming to threaten the peace of 

the world”, that is the real problem.
2
 The S-300 system, which will be imminently transferred to 

Syrian operators, is located 1.3 kilometres (less than a mile) away from a Russian-operated S-400 

system.
3
 The Russian S-400 was positioned in the area between April and July 2017, during a 

previous round of intensified Russian activity in Syria.
4
 

 

As observed in the previous post on this blog this week, the S-300 system can be observed from 

space relatively easily and ImageSat’s findings are yet another demonstration of this fact.
5
 Image 1 

below also shows that the S-300’s launchers and other equipment are currently located in groups of 

vehicles in close proximity to one another, presenting a convenient target for air attack. Given the 

close proximity of the Russian S-400, it might be difficult for any attacker to distinguish between the 

S-400 and the ostensibly Syrian S-300PM-2, especially since the systems are very similar in all 

respects. It is therefore possible that any attack on the Syrian system will involve an attack on the S-

400 as well, whether intentional or otherwise. Therefore, the Russians have put themselves in a 

position of, at best, close observers of any forthcoming events or, at worst, direct participants. As 

shown by Image 2 below, this situation may be difficult to contain, since the theoretical maximum 

range of both the S-300 and S-400 is 250 kilometres (155 miles) and covers all of Lebanon, northern 

Cyprus and the Israeli Golan Heights. Given that a variety of civilian flights operate in this airspace, 

there is a considerable danger that they might be shot down. The situation is rendered more acute by 

the fact that the US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has already warned civilian traffic that 
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the navigation systems of commercial flights might be badly disrupted by the electronic warfare 

jammers that Russia has deployed along the Syrian coast.
6
 

 

The specific area where the air defence missile sites are located, Masyaf and its environs, has already 

become notorious during the course of the Syrian civil war. In September 2017, Israel was reported 

to have bombed a facility of the Syrian Scientific Studies and Research Centre (SSRC) in the area, 

associated with the production of both chemical weapons and surface-to-surface missiles.
7
 Eleven 

months later, Aziz Asbar, an important SSRC engineer, was killed in the same general area, and the 

Syrian regime blamed Israel.
8
 It appears that Russia is helping Syria to operate the S-300 in an 

extremely sensitive area, where further Israeli military action is overwhelmingly likely. 

 

This is happening in a context when Russian official rhetoric has become very erratic and descended 

into open accusations of a Western armed conspiracy against Russia. The latest example is 

particularly appalling and of direct relevance to the S-300 deployment. A Russian general has 

accused the United States of using “a proper Poseidon-8 equipped with modern technology” to direct 

a drone attack against the Russian Humaymim airbase in Syria, which is located just 40 kilometres 

(25 miles) north-west of the S-400 and S-300 positions.
9
 The Russian general in question is Colonel-

General Alexander Fomin, a deputy of the Russian Minister of Defence for international defence 

cooperation.
10

 When such senior officials make lurid and patently false accusations, the similarity 

between the current Russian regime and its Iranian and Syrian collaborators becomes all too clear. 
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Image 1: S-300 Launchers near Masyaf  

(ImageSat International) 

 

 
 

 

Image 2: S-300 Maximum Range from Masyaf, covering all Lebanon and the Israeli Golan Heights 

 (ImageSat International) 
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